Sarah Houbolt presents
KooKoo
The Birdgirl
A new show about the history of Sideshow

“Wonderfully satisfying… a terrific show – intelligent, emotional and witty... a performance that explores beautifully, the capacities of the body and the self” Theatreview New Zealand, September 2015
“(Sarah) is an emotionally captivating performer (with) commitment to the work… Chuckles whisper through the auditorium… the choreography itself cunningly twists familiar classical steps, giving flight to the movement that swan lake will never achieve… the standing ovation combined with the tears welling... are testament to the evocative nature of the performance” Theatreview, New Zealand, November 2015 
“Amazing, moving and revealing… (Sarah’s) performance with the hoop is quite riveting… showing moments of true beauty in her movement. This is an important performance…” Express Magazine New Zealand November 2015
“The work incorporates accomplished stage and screen circus performer Sarah Houbolt’s consummate skills in dance and acrobatics…(An) endearingly weird piece of physical theatre” Theatreveiw New Zealand November 2015


TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
Lights & Sound: AV projections, recorded music, lighting plan based on a general theatre rig. No microphone for intimate spaces  
Set: Black back wall is required for ghostly feel of life-sized projections. No other set.
Projections: approximately 4metres wide, 2.5metres high, best on black wall. About a 15m throw seems to work.
Props: white chair, hula hoop
Cast: one performer, on stage the whole time
Length: 50 minutes
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CURRENT COLLATERAL
Hero image and a range of photos
[bookmark: _GoBack]TV Interview
http://www.3news.co.nz/tvshows/paulhenry/new-show-tells-the-history-of-the-sideshow-2015102012#axzz3qvWromTl
Radio Interview
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/ninetonoon/audio/201775350/'she's-wild-she's-wacky-she-is-kookoo-the-birdgirl-'
Reviews
http://www.theatreview.org.nz/reviews/review.php?id=8694
http://www.theatreview.org.nz/reviews/review.php?id=8699
http://www.gayexpress.co.nz/2015/11/review-kookoo-the-birdgirl/
http://www.theatreview.org.nz/reviews/review.php?id=8507
Social Media page
www.facebook.com/minniewoolsley
SHOW DESCRIPTION
KooKoo the Birdgirl is a one-woman festival slot show incorporating dance, physical theatre, physical humour, freak show narrative and circus side show. It tells the story of Minnie Woolsey, who was KooKoo the Birdgirl in the cult classic film Freaks (1932), which was banned for 30 years for being too controversial. The performance treats themes of beauty, acceptance, belonging, legacy, community and equality, bringing to light structural inequalities such as institutionalisation, the Ugly Laws, and the treatment of women with disability. The show is laced with subversive humour, new movement and circus tricks. 
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**PERFORMER SHOW REEL**
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ELak23668bw

Sarah’s contact details
ambitious_integrity@hotmail.com
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CAST & CREW
Producer:			Sarah Houbolt
Performer:			Sarah Houbolt 
Director:			Celia White
Choreographic input:	Kelly Nash
Production Manager	Angela Burchette
Costumes:			Lil Crump

Previous Seasons
Body Festival 2015, Christchurch
Auckland Season 2015, 4 shows, TAPAC
Metro Arts, Brisbane, 4 shows 
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